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Protecting Your Laser Diode 
from Electrostatic Discharge (ESD)
Despite being very reliable under normal operating conditions, diode 
lasers can be destroyed or damaged by electrical or static discharges 
(ESD). Precautionary guidelines to handling such lasers are required 
to prevent damage to the laser – which can decrease performance 
immediately or over time.

When not in use, follow this procedure:
• Short the pins using conductive foam or by
   wrapping wire pin to pin.

• Store in a conductive bag labeled “static sensitive”.

• Use grounded tweezers and a wrist strap.
• Use in a static-free environment only.
• Work only on a surface that is grounded or surface with       
  anti-static floors and a case ground.
• For more protection, specify the area that you are working  
  in as “ESD Controlled” and use a dedicated grounding
  device and an air ionizer for charge control.
• Store the laser properly when not being used, such 
  as a Faraday cage.

 Reduce the likelihood of ESD
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